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Palm CXIX. Verſe 137. 
teous art thou 0 Lord, and juft are ny 


Þ doments. 


T3 the thoſt exalted piece of Famlity, 
vindicate to our ſelves the Tuftice of Go. in 
all the ſeverer Methods of x Providence ; to 
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Senſe of this. would fit us, for every extraqrdinary.occur- 
rence, and regulate our depo t under it-; *rwou'd ei-' 
ther make us Damb, and not open our Months, becauſe 'twas. 
his doings, or if we ſpoke, we (hou'd be ſure to. juſtifie him 
in our ſayings, and clear, him when he is — | 
And therefore this good temper of Mind; this humble 
frame of Spixit is nevermore uſeful gr-more praiſe-worthy 
then at ſuch a ſeaſon as this. To behold in jany perſon 
that calls himſelf Chriſtian, a_ downright thirſt after-hug. 
mane Blood, Fury without being provok'd, Malice withe | 
out being injur'd, this is- ſad -and unaccountable; and to--* 
ſee Innocence fall aq unexpeQed facrifice to it, ſeems at. 
firſt ſight-an amazing turn, of Providence to us all, butf*# 
we mult recolle& our ſelves, and if the ſurpriſe has madgp=* 
us too long keep filence,., or, has ſuggeſted any hard? 7 
thoughts.of, the Almighty, it ſhou'd bei 
us, and 'tis time forus ta break farthand ay, -.'. 
Rinhteoas* art” thou O' Lotd,” and ju are” thy Fudg- 
ments. OS MM 
 Fudzments. in+. Scripture, | efpecially in the Olkd*Felta- 
ment, do principally {1gnifie theſgtwo things. Eitherithe ” 
Commandments of God,' or tis dedlings-with Mar lind, _ 
either the Law he gives us\to walk 'by, - or the Mend,” | 


inapd grief to. -|- 


SS 


and Courſe he* at any time takes with us. . And 'bg na 
theſe are always juſt, and he is-always righteous in both” 


of them. Thus Pſ. 19. ;7he Lawof the, Lord is perfetiatine ** 
convertin the' Saul, the tefttmony of the.. # d is E and «. 
givet hWiſdom unto the fimple, the Statutes of the Las -M, 


right, rejoycing the Heart, the Judgments of the Lazd are. © 
true, and Ti cons ther, Theſe arg the Judgments - + 
of the Lprd in'the, firſt ſenſe, the Rae and Lawhe-pre- 
ſcribs us to walk by , and in keeping of them theres great 


Reward. 


The Lord is: a in af bis 
are Mercy andTrath, —_ 
or'the Owertni of of. his endo 
the E arth, the Inhabitants-of us _ will i HE Righte- 

ouſueſs ; Theſe are his Dur: Mev in- the latter Senſe, his 


of the Lot d 
kth ork re Lacd, 


that he in;his Providence takes with us, a»d bleffed are: 
they that-do regard them ; and this isthe Senſe I ſhall con- 
fine my ſelf to, and take the words of the Text in, and- 
then the Aſlertion will be this. 

That whatſoever at any time befalls any of the Children 
of 'Nfen, tho neveriſo ſurprifing, tho'' never ſo #1 —_— 
remarkable, yet 'tisalways juſt inreſpeCt 
his Righteous Ends in it, who can either: = the Vio-. 
lence of 'the Ungodly, or turn the moſt. dalefut Ach of i it 
to: his own Glory, who can Righ! mit the ſame 
AQtof Violence to-ſnatch the Wicked to deſerv'd Puniſh- 

ment, and take away the Juſt Perſon. from the Evils that: 
3 areto come.. 


4 - This is theAſfrtion of the Text, but drawn from: the- 
1 |. General -with a . particular Aſpe& to the fad - 


occaſion that has us hither ;- This:is-one Proſpe&t- 
of-the Holy Building of the Providence of God, fitted- 
4 "4 to-our preſent Uſe, and L-ſhall-kead yow.into it by thoſe- 
7 20S by- that Method which: the ſhorineſs of the: Time,. 
ial cooling Nite: of he: Tiing. ic ol.  has- 


matted made Goggedeto. you 


þ Firſt, from-hence- REG appears highly Criminal 
0 and Wicked; boldly: to Cenſure- and: Judge-any Perſon, 
& tho'-undey the ſeverelt | COPE Gods Provi-- 
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Fats entrare in- 


Dealings-with: Mankind, 'or the Method” and: Courſe that: 
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| Setondly,; That the. greateſt Temporal Calataity, under | 
the-Goſpel, is" no ſute Sign to-others, of .the Anger. of | 
God, to the 'Perſon on whom it-falls; Nay, not -even | 
that which we' call ſudden Death it ſelf. And S 
Thirdly, : That the: moft Remarkable Aﬀflitions of n 
Good Perſons, are-if rightly conſidered, 'the moſt di 
ret Proofs 6f-the Providence of-God, and the Righte- 
ouſneſs of his Dealings with Mankind ; of theſe 4ntheir 
order, and totheſe I thall add a practical Concluſion of 
the whole. | | 


Firſt, Then ris highly Criminal and Wicked, boldly 
to Cenſure or Judge any Perſon, tho? under the ſevereft 
Diſpenſation of God's Providence. | 
reigning Sin of the j 


nd yet Cenfure is the common rei | 
Age we live in; *tis the-Arrifice of the Devil to per- 


ſuade us to abuſe our ſelves; 'and- others, but our ſelves 
moſt ;-to walteour Time in judging others to. our great 
Prejudice,that we may have notime to try ourown ways; 
or kiſure to jodge our ſelves, which, if fincerely  per- 
forend,wou'd always highly redoandro agr Good and Ber 
nefit.; "Bur this Vice:1s/never:/ mbre- ori] 
when it employs & felf itt Unjuſt Thoughts,: aac 
charitable 'Cenfures on People in Miſery, 'or ua 
great - Aliction, as if every extraottindry: Mi We 
was a fate figh, thatohe that ſuffers jr, is/by'the FJlaſtice: * — 
of God expos'd to what Treatment; we pleaſe, and:'fer; 

up as the deſerv'd Mark of our moſt Cruel Obſervations; 

but” this AA, te to (the Mild and -Chafirable 
Temper of the Goſpel, and- Rants moſt remarkably re-: 
provd- by our Sevibury 7thus Like x3, when forme of 

the Fews related to him, the hard Fate of thoſe Gatdde:: 

ans, whoſe Blood Pilate had mingled with their Sacrifices ; 
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of \Mrs. Bullivant. | 
Feſus anſwering ſaid unto them, Suppoſe ye theſe Galiledvis 
were Sinners above all the Galileans 2 I tell you nay, but 
except . repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe" periſh: Or thoſe 
eighteen Men apon whom the Tower tn Subam-fab; and flew 
them, think 'ye that they were Sinners. above all Mon that 
dwelt in. Jeruſalem? I tell ye nay, but ' except > ye repent, 
ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. Heſeverely then repretie: 

this their Crime of Cenſuring others, and :juſtty* recalls 
their Thoughts to their own Breafts,to their own 
Condition, where they might ſoon [find | Arguments: 6- 
nough to- convince them of their: Uncharitable Opinions 
on the ſudden. death of thoſe poor-'Men; for they i them- 
felves were much worſe, were-niore wicked than: (thoſe 
they ſo freely Cenfurd, and yetwerse ſtill alivg, but their 
ang ren yr s had fo — _ 
out ſpeedy Repetitance, they -wou'd" not be | ” 
Condition to 50s others, but” wou'd - tiore ' deſervealy 
fall Examples of Divine Juſtice themſelves; and tho” thus: 
ſharply Rebuk'd, yer ſo powerful, ſohard/$0 be:Car'd, 
or ſo .inſinuating is; this Spiricual'Pride,- in _valaing our 
ſelves, and co ing others,” that che ' very "Diſciples 
of: our Saviour were not free from. it; - for inthe ocy-6f 
St. Fohn, 4s Jeſus paſſed by, he ſaw 4 Man which was Wind 
from his birth, and his Diſciples ark d him ſaying,'tid#his 
Mar fin, or his Parents, that be was" botw- Beto 5 Bile 


De — 


hab © Feſus anſwered, neither did-this Maw fix woribas Parents, 


but that theWorks of God ſbould be made mimifeſt'in Viv. 
How widely then do we miſtake? What. Unrighteous 
Judgment do we give, when we Impiouſly-prp into the 
Sacrets-of God, whenwe Judge not -to- Chari- 
4y2-Thus for Inftance; how: way different: Stories, how 
* many ſeveral Falſities of different Kinds and Shapes, drawn 
from Hell, and our.own Malicious Tempers, —_—_— 
rais'd: 


oy 
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raigs and ſpread abroad on' this preſent fad. vocaineſ? 
How-many Wounds..(not. much leſs 4mpious 4harr that 
.which. brought her hither). has been inflifted on-the Repu- 
tationgf thePerſon here beforeus, by thoſe. who can wher 
their. To [ OHG HE. like a. ſharp. Sword, ond ſhoot. out their Arrows 
even. bitter words, .avdyet after-all, the wretched. Crimi- 
nal that perpetrated-the 'Horrid Fa&t, does freely own 
that he never | bad any Converſation with her, never to 
.his Know ledge ſpoke ohe-word to; her, that ſhe never. did 
him; he. leaſh Injury; and: that: he: believes ber not to'be 
the Perſon. he at firſt took! her for, and which he didce- 
fignat firſt to Aſſault.”;,-- 

This ſhou*d'make mote heed to our ways, that we of. 
fend net with: dur | Tongues. ; this ſhou'd put a Bitt and 
Bridle in, our; Mouths; teach. us: th:kave:the : particular 

eaſons of -Gads: extraordinary dealings, to! himſelf ; and 
ket trueuſe of them in the general Amendment of 
-our Lives, ; remem withall, that with what Judg- 
went we Judge, we fhall be Fudg 'd, and with what Meaſure 
we mete; -it ſhalþbe Meaſur'd to 4s again, but'adly, ' : 

' The" Second panes, that. the range temporal Cala- 
mity, . underthe' Goſpel; is no ſure (1 gn to-others, of the 
'Anger of God to the perſon that ſuffers it, no not even 


Aze2 2g: PREIRIAY ED - -- eek 


that, 'which we cotnmonly call fudden Death it ſelf: But © 


here 1thall dividethe p_—_ 
And Giſtin genera 
cerrain:proofs of Gow Anget's. for I am ſure the Apo- 
ſile Fes. I2.'5, 6. reſolves them into a much hw | 
principle, and enforces; our duty from it: Deſpiſe net 
thou the. Chaſtening. of the Lord, nor faint when thou art 
rebuked of him, F3 whom the Lord loves he Chaſtevs and 
ſcourges every Son whom\he receives. 


Had 


nedudP* Laos allo ow 4 Is 


- Afictions and Troubles are no oth... 


af ne ans afoot cd...” 


in Chriſt Jeſus. 
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of . Mrs. Bullivant. 
Had the. holy Fes been a temporal 


—— i 
t knowing . hs Joo 
no | 
with Garments roll'd in the Blo Enemi gn 
not dipt-in his own; bag his Paogns to the eager: 
been emporal, to this World, 
Things chigett, then .Craffes and A Dm 
have been thought Signs oye; God's Dilpleafare. 


But when our Redeemer himſelf was made Perfet 
through Swufferings, and became an Example and- Pattern 
to us, not.only of doing well, but of bite micg no 

ainſt all Temptations, and p patiently ſubmitting 
AfﬀMidtions and Miſeries that the. 
or Malice of Hell cou'd invent, and _ he poly = 
triumphant.ina Heaven IE! rewarded for all his ſuf- 


terings.; 


Why ſhou'd not we, by this Method of God towards 
the Js tain of our Saretion ly percehne 8 That he does 
not deſign to bring us to Heaven and everlaſting Happi- 
neſs by ho Guilded and Deceitful of te 
Pleaſure and Soft Proſperity, which only weakens : - our 
Minds and fixes hn to to the Earth ; but by the more 
Manly Diſcipline of Tryals, and Temptations, of Trou- 
bles, and Aﬀflictions, that we may be wean'd from the 
empty Vanities of this World, and that our Faith and 
our Hope, our Patience, and all the AﬀeQtions of a Mo- 
ral and Chriſtian Soul, may be daily Exercisd in the 
School of Vertue, and Piety, t#1/ we become perfef# Men . 


'd to 


enkles 


And hence it is that Chri/t;anity is ſo often co 
a Warfare and the Lite of oy particular | 


--- 
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Ya"Cty > afig4 Conflict," - matifully reſting 
_ aff the EtitOunters'sf oth Sptrirnal Enitnies. 

And fog ated Echoraions are given us, to Watch, 
to Hh Fe periye [ ur,*to Endure, to hold faſt 
e'Fs lnſ{B i Op ſition, to uſe our utmoſt Dili- 

gence, VA 5 refuſe no Pare in. making our Calling and 
Gletlim ſure, 


Infallible Arguments to perſuade and.fully convince us, 
'that Sloth and*Faſe and Leber Pleaſures, are not the 

Froper Xt, the deſign'd. Portion'of a ian, but -ei- 
hs Aﬀictiofs' and SF coubles will ariſe to exerciſe his 

riſtiao Courage, or elſe, Watching and Faſting, Pray- 
'ers and Tears are the Holy Imployments, he muſt ſome-- 
times create to himſelf, and which. his. circumſtances in 
this World fo lougly. call for. 


Aid indeed wou'd it not be ſtrange, and very pre- 


poſterous to ſee an effeminate Army impatient of Labour, 
and defirous of , Eafe, under the Conduct of fo laborious. 


and: Painful a Commander 8- No, 


If any one will come after me, let him-deny himſelf take 


up his.Croſs and follow me, ſays our Saviour, Mat. 16. 14. 


and we have'the fate words repeated in the 'two text 
*Evatigelifts': And, when' the 'yoring Man came to him 
"Mark to, v1. 2nd ra practical Method'to 'Jead him 
"th etertial Life, The edhchiſioh Gf it is, take 'up thy "Croſs 
and follow me, and Lyke 14. 27. all that refuſe this 'Diity 

are- evidehtly excludet "the- benifit bf the "New Cove. 
pAant, whoſoevtr dorh not Bear bs Croſs; "at" comve-after me, 


Cannor 


{ 
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cannot be my Diſciple, or as-it 48 in another place, is not 
worthy of me. 


Theſe are the Terms and Conditions of Diſciple- 
ſhip, which the bleſſed Authox,; gf, our Reli gion : had 
down at his firſt | Preaching of it, .and 'the mi leſt In- 
terpretation of theſe 2 2. the moſt favourable to Fleſh 


and Blood, that can poſſibly be given, muſt at leaſt a- 
mount to thus much, 


That whoſoever wou'd be'a true. Dilip of the, cruci- 
fied Feſus, muſt deny himſelf, SIE wal and Dil 
gence bring himſelf to, ſuch. a bl: ure of Pitts 
ſo ſtay'd and , fixt :P Nag Mc gh, 4 ſo throu wy 
-convinc'd of the Vanity, | y, and, mptine 
all things-here below, that be Re otake up his My 
- thathe ſtands on the Stage of this World always pre- 
par'd with Patience and Submiſſion, to a& any Part. tho' 
Mournful, and Tragical, which Almighty God ſees beſt, 
ths fafeſt for him, . and fitteſt to bring him to, eternal 


So tas plain it is, Affliction and the Goſpel are 
no, ſure Hgns of Gods Anger, but rather the contrary ; 
for the Golpel tells us, that.as many as love God ſhall have 
trouble; but yet. that all things ſhall work. to ether 
for ved to them that love him; and that throug many 
Ti ; lation; we m enter into the Kingdom of Heaven ; 
it kindly then indeavours to ſet us betimes at a due di- 
ſtance from the the things ofthis World, that our parting 


from what we. e,, may .not. be too, irkſome 
to us, but be IO, a a expeRation, and ſoften'd 


" 
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by many intermediate diſappointments; all this 1s fo 
plain, that nothing but a total ignorance of the Principles 
of Chriſtianity can any way contradict it. 


Nor Secondly, (to be more particular) is what we call 
ſudden Death, a certain Mark of Gods diſpleafure; and 
here let us place this in a true Light ; let us, as the time 
will permit, take a right ſtateof the Caſe. 


If Death was. only a ceaſing to live, a bare privation 
of ating, and ſuffering, (as the wicked wou'd fain be- 
lieve, bur cannot) its ſpeed and ſuddeneſs might perhaps 
be accounted its chiefeſt excellency : For the happieſt 
State in this World, has thaſe troubles, which ocking 
but Death can eaſe, anda Life of. Anguith is rejetedeven 
by patient Feb himſelf, wherefore ſays he, is Light giuen 
to him, that is in Miſery, and Life unto. the bitter in 
Soul. ? ch, 3.20. 


But when Death is not a ceafingto live, but a true 
and proper beginning to live for ever, when 'tis a pa 
to ano te, etet 
that Happineſs and Miſery without. mixture or allay, 
' wholy one, or 'tother ; and each of them depending on 
our carriage here; Jadignation and Wrath, and that e- 
_ verlaſting, to them that do Evil; and' Glory and Hlimour, 
| and that eternal, to them that continue in well doing,. as 
the Goſpel which has brought Immortality to light, has 
poſitively declar'd unto us. + 


This diſcovery makes the conſequences. of Deach ſo 
 amazcingly important, that we cannot with any attenti- 
OaN 


e o 
r State, eternally Happy or Miſerable;, and 
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on of Mind retie& on it, but we muſt fear a ſurpriſe, 
wiſh. the approachesot it ſlow, and forefeen, that we may 
have leiſure to look about us; and- we muſt;ſtiH cover 
time to fit us-the better for ſo great a Change. 


And thereforeto dye in the midſt of our Iniquities 3 ro be 
haſtily cut off under. habits of Diſobedience, without 
ſpace or opportunity for Repentance, muſt be reckon'd 
the ſoreſt of Judgments ; the higheſt proof of the Divine 
Wrath ; the finiſhing Stroke ; the conſummation of Ven- 

eance in this World.; becauſe. it conſigns over the ob- 

inate Sinner to a ſad Eternity, this indeed isthe ſharpeſt 
ſting of Death:; and from ſuch ſudden Death, Good &oxd 


deliver us. 


But here we muſt take notice that 'tis not ' properly 
time, or chance, or unexpected ſurpriſe, but want of 
__— that makes. h. fi in. a Chriflian 
ſenſe. | 


We may dyeſuddenly in-the moſt cronical and lingring 


'Diſtempers (as is often ſeen in Conſumptions) if we till 


refolve.to graſp at Life, and never think of dying ; and 
Death may come haſtily upon us, and yet we ſhall not 
ſink down into. Hell, if Wickedneſs is not- in our Dwel- 
lings, if we have been habitually Pious, and: conforma- 
ble to the Law of God. We know not the time of our 
Maſters coming, therefore we muſt watch, and if-we do 
watch, whenever he comes, he will ſay; well done good 
and faithſul Servant, enter thou inta the joy. of thy 
Lord. 


And: 
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And bleſſed be God this diſtin&tion fully - xeaches the 
Caſe-in hand. Death came ſuddenly on our deceaſed 
Friend, but they that were her Friends, and converſt 
with her have abundant reaſon to believe ſhe was not 
unprepar'd for its comming. 


She look'd not fort at that particular time and place, 
but ſhe was provided, let it come when, or where it 
wou'd. | 


It came upon her like an Armed Man, but ſhe had the 
weapons of her-Chriſtian Warfare abouther, and I doubt 
not, is now more then Conqueror, through him that loves 
her. 


And let me -not be blam'd for faying thus much, an 
extraordinary Occaſion, an injur'd Reputation, and a 
malicious World extort it from me ; and why ſhou'd we 
be only free to cenſure, and not have /iberty to vindicate 
a Chriſtian, when there is ſo much room for it ? And I 
ſpeak with the more aſſurance, becauſe T-look.upon, my 
ſelf-to be ſomething 'of a/competent witneſs in this Cauſe, 
and: the Evidence I have to offer is this. 'Some few Years 
ago ſhe was taken with'the common Viſitation of alll Men, 
lay'd ona Bed of Sickneſs, -and very near the ſhtdow of 
On : * And I then perform'd the duty of my Funion 
to her. + ſh, ior diana 


And as near -as I can-remember, the Purport of her 
Diſcourſe was this, that ſhe thank'd God- ſhe had not her 
Repentance to begin, that through his Grace ſhe had 
taken care of her Soul in the time of her _— and 
op d 
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hop'd-ſhe had'made her Peace with Heaven; and there- 
fore what ſhe chieffy-requir'd, was our Prayers, that in the 
midſt of her Pains, ſhe might poſſeſs her Soul in Pa- 
tiefice, and intirely ſubmit her ſelf to the Will of God. 


« 


And then and there I ſaw ſo many Papers of her own 
Writing, on different Subje&s, but wholly relating to 
the Pious ConduCt and Management of her * ſelf, that 
Not this deceitful World, but thoſe Bleſſed Manfons 
abrve, which ſhe is-gone to, was'tertainly 'her preaceſt 
Care' and Concern : 'And ever ' ſince that (as ſomeririte 
before). the has been a conſtant, and I think, a more than 
Monthly Communicant at this Church; and this very 
Day, and at this Place, ſhe deſfign'd to meet her Lord 
at his Holy Inſtitution, but he has order'd'it orher- 
wiſe, and I donbt not, but ſhe isnow with the Tnfti- 
tutor himſelf, Feſus the Mediator of the New Cove- 
vant. 


And 'tis very obſervable, that by an happy Preſage; 
2 bleſſed Impulſe, her Preparation: was- more ſolemn, 
her Retirement 'more early and ſtrick, than aſual, 
tho' the ſeriouſneſs and ftricknels of her Preparation 
was always remarkable: 


And therefore if they that are fit ro Communicate, 
-are fit .to die; (if to tie daily, 'tomortifie the Deeds ol 
the Fleſh, 'to remember that the Grace of God teaches 
us to live Righteouſly, Soberly, and Godly in this 
preſent World : 
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If theſe are good Tokens ef being prepar'd tor Death, 
asGod be thanked they are, there is then _ this Can» 
ſolation under ſuch doletul Circumſtances, that we have 
juſt Reaſon to believe, that her Death was only a quick 
Paſſage to everlaſting Life; and that the AQ of Vio- 
lence which was ſo tatal to her Body, cou'd not wound 
her Better Part, cou'd not hurt her Immortal Soul. 
But Thirdly, | 


The Third and laſt Aſertion is, That the moſt re- 
markable Affiiftions of good Perſons are, if rightly 
conſider'd, the moſt direct Proofs of the Providence of 
God, and the Righteouſneſs of his Dealings with Man- 
kind ; for they clearly diQtate this great and important 
Truth to us,that after this Life there ſhall bea day of Judg- 
ment, where God will demonſtrate to the whole World, 
that he is Righteous, and that his Tudgments are juſt 
and then ſhall the Righteous be for ever fafe, and 
Son of Violence ſhall not approach to hurt them ; but 
to make this Pofition clear to you. 


The Principles of Natural Religion muſt inform ny 
owe, that Juſtice is an Eſſential Attribute of the God- 
head, never to be ſeparated from it; ſo that God can 
never ceaſe to be Juſt, or not do Right. Now we are 
ſure that one of the chief Branches of Juſtice, is Im- 
partially to diſtribute Good, or Evil, Rewards, or Pu- 
niſhment, ſuitable-to the Aﬀtions and Deſerts of every 
Perſon it is concern'd with: And accordingly God be- 
ing the great Diſpencer of Juſtice throughout the World, 
has declar'd that his Ways and Dealings are equal, and 
therefore tho' he is Gracious, and Merciful, yet he can 
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- by no means clear the Guilty, but whoſoever perſiſts in 


wickedneſs muſt be miſerable, but that the Righteous 


ſhall be furely bleſsd, and proſper ; . for ſhall not the 
Fudge of the whole Earth do Right, and reward every 


Mas according to his Works ? 
- But now tho' he (who is Trath it ſelf) has: ſo often 


and folemnly afſetted rhis to be his conſtant Method, arid 


Manner of Ating, and Juſtice we ſee requires that it 


-ſhon'd be ſa; yet if we look into the daily Diſpenſations 
- of his Providence, - in refpe& - of this World, we ſhall 


find it quite otherwiſe; here as the Wiſe Man obſerves, 


all things ſeem to come alike to all, there is often times 


one and the ſame*'Event to the Righteous, 'and to the 


"Wicked; to the Clean, and to the' Unclean ; to him that 


Sacrificeth, -and to him : that Sacrificeth not : 


He ſeems to. give out his Temporal Bleſſings with an 
undiſtinguiſhing Hand, he makes his Sun to riſe on the 
Evil as well as on the Good, and ſends his Rain on 


the Juſt, and or the Unjuſt; or if there be any difference 
for the better, the Wicked very often have it ; as David 
| ny ffiews in the 73d P/alm, where employing 


thoughts on this very Subje, he was almoſt born 
down, and ruin'd by the force of the Tempration, but 
recovering himſelf by Meditation, and Prayer, he Re- 


aro Ifract; ven unto fuch as are of a tlean heart ; ne- 
vet heleſs my feet were almſt gout, my treadings had well- 
nigh Nlipt: Andwby? I was grievd at the wicked, I ſee 
the ungodly in ſuch proſperity. And the fame Expoſtulation 
we find utter'd by Righteous Fob in the midſt of his Aft- 
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flictions,andaccounted the moſt-aggravatingCircumſtance 
of them; thus Chap. 2.1, refle&ing on 'his former. Care 
an.| Diligence in the ways of Piety, and comparing jt with 
his preſent Miſery, and- the outward happineſs of thoſe 
that never were Pious : This.laſt thought, makes him ſeem 
t> reſent the ill uſage, and almoſt in the anguiſh of his 
Soul, to accuſe the Juſtice of. God; when he crys out, 
Mark, and be aſtoniſÞd, wherefore do the wicked live, be- 
come old, yea are mighty in. power? Their Houſes are ſafe 
from fear, neither is the Rod of God uponthem; they take 
the Timbrel, and the-Harp, and ſpend their days iu mirth : 
And yer both theſe good Men were ſoon convinc'd of 
their Error, and *tis worth our while to. examine what it 
was,that convinc'd them. 


David went, into the SanEuary, of God, and there 
he underſtood his miſtake, and found that the different 
Method of God's Dealing with. the Righteous, and the 
Wicked; was not fo yiſible in. Temporal, as in Spiritual 
Bleſſings, that he wou'*d be.to the Righteous the ſtrength 
of their Heart, and their. Portion for ever. That he 
wou'd guide them with his Counſels, and afterwards re- 
ceive them into Glory: And then he breaks out, Whom 
have T1 in Heaven but thee > And there is noneupon Earth 
that 1 deſire in compariſon of thee? 


And Fob in the height of his Miſery. comforts. himſelf 
with. this aſſurance; 7 know that my Redeemer liveth, 
and that be_ ſhall ſtand at thelatter day upon Earth; and 
and tho' after my Skin, Worms deſtroy this Body, yet in 
. my Fleſh ſhall. I ſee God ; whom T ſhall ſee for my ſelf, 
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and mine Eyes ſhall behold, and not another, tho my reins 
are conſumed within me. 


The ' meaning of - which excellent Sentence, and the 
force of 'this Argument drawn from the Aitiitions of 
Good' Perſons is the fame, and tends directly to this one 
thing, which is, that this World is not ſtridtly, in reſpe&t 
of God, a placeof Rewards, or Puniſhments ; or a time 
for exaCt and viſible meting out to every one according 
to their deſerts, for then evil cou'd never happen to good 
Men, or good things to evil Men ; but the Righteous 
muſt always proſper, and the wicked be always miſe- 
rable; the contrary to which is every day manifeſted ; 
which plainly ſhews that this Lite is only a ſhort time 
of Tryal, and Probation, toprepare and fit us for ano- 
ther more durable State; 'tis a place of Action, and 
Chriſtian Warfare to Exerciſe thoſe Vertues, God has 
indu'd us with ; moſt of which having different Ob- 
jeas, ſome being defign'd to guide us fafe through the 
dangerous Temptations of Proſperity, others to ſuſtain 
us under the hard preſſure of Adverſity ; ſome being 
converſant about Heaven, others relating to this Earth ; 
ſome reſpeting our Neighbours, and ſome our ſelves: 
'Tis impoſſible that the Man of God ſhou'd be -exer- 
cisd in every good Work, if his Circumſtances were 
always the ſame; and therefore God deals not unjuſtly, 
but mercifully with him, in giving him frequent op- 
portunities of practiſing thoſe Vertues here, which he in- 
tends everlaſtingly to reward hereafter: Nor has the 
Wicked any Reaſon to boaſt of their ſhort-liv'd Proſpe- 
rity, which in a-moment may be ſnatched from them, 
and ſwallowed up in a State of endleſs Miſery. 
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Seeing then . that Almighty God is. moſt eſſentially 
Juſt, and cannot poſſibly be otherwiſe ; and ſeeing fur- 


ther that this Juſtice makes no certain. difference in this . 


World between the Righteous and the Wicked, by Pu- 
niſhing the Sins of the. one, and Rewarding the Ver- 


tues of the other; it evidently follows, that after this . 


Life there muſt be a Day of Judgment, a juſt Tribu-. 


nal. ſhall be ere&ed, before which. all muſt appear, and 


impartial. Juſtice. be done upon all - - And then all the 


various Methods, the extraordinary Operations of God's: 
Providence. ( which: are now. the. Secrets .of the Al- 
mighty, and above our narrow Apprehenſions ) ſhall be. 
fo fully explain'd and laid open' to us, that we fhall- 
lee clearly into all the. Reaſons of them, and in them all . 


admire the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God to. the Righte- 
ous ; and with confuſion of Face own our - Uncharitabke 
Miſtakes, when we find what we-t 


nefs.of his.Salvation.. 


And, this ſhall bring, me to the laſt thing propos'd, the - 


Praftical Application of the, whole... 


And. here I am - almoſi perſuaded you.expet-I- ſhou'd-. 
ogce more caution. you againſt the unkind, and cruel - 
Sin of Judging ;. againſt abold interpoſing your.own Un- . 


chriſtian Sentuneats.in the Dealings of the Almighty. 
The Special Motives- of: his -Ju 


hought. a ſtroke of. 
Rigor, to be the. true .Effe& :.of Mercy : . And then ſhall 
the Righteous ſtand boldly before the Face of them that - 
have deſtroyed him, and they ſhall. wonder at -the great- - 


dgments. are. far.above: - 
w, and cut of our fight; the. Knowledge of them is. too: 
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excellent for us, and we cannot attain unto if: Let us 
then with Fear, and Humility, baniſh all curions and 
unfruitful Diſquiſititions; let us leave the cauſe of Per- 
miſſion, to: God, that permitted it; and to rhe other 
World, where it will be diſclos'd to us, according to the 
Apoſtles Advice, x Cor. 4. 5. To judge nothing before 
the time, till the Lord comes, who both will bring to light 
the hidden things of darkneſs, and make manifeſt the 
Counſels of the heart. 


But here- you will be apt to think, what muſt no- 
thing be faid of ſuch a ſurpriſing A of Providence, 
muſt no uſe be made of it 2 Yes ſurely, much every 
way ; let every one ſpeak of the Judgments of the Lord, 
and by them lears Rigteouſneſs; and to that end kt their 
Diſcourſe be. ſuch. as becometh Chriſtians. 


If we ſee any one afflicted, let us ſay to our ſelves, 
great are the Troubles of the Righteous, but the Lord will 
bring him out of all: . If we have a mind to Diſcourſe 
of. this preſent-fad occafion, let us fay to one: another, 


Behold God has ſuddenly taken away one more 
Righteous than our ſelves: He has taken: her, we hope, © 
becauſe ſhe was fit for him ; and he leaves. us ſtill upon 
Earth, that we may be fir too; that fuel. a warning 
may effeftually work upon us, and haſten our Repen- 
tance; and: miſerable are we it we lay/ not hold on ſuch 
a warning. 


If we believe the Principles'of. Chrfttamty, we muſt 
be extremely: ſenfable how fad/a ching it wou'd be for = 
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of us to be:call'd out of this World unprepar'd for ano- 
ther, and . hurry'd before the Rightecus Tribunal] with 
all our Sins about us; this we know well enough, but 
the miſchief is, this Knowledge 1s only General and Su- 
perficial, and we never give it leave to make a laſting 
Impreſſion on us, but ſurely fuch an Admonition as this 
ſhou'd without leave, force an admittance, and for ever 
fix it on our Minds: 


Let every one of us then endeavour to make a true 
uſe of this deplorable Inſtance of the -uncertainty of 
our abode in this World, and like her be always in 
ſome meaſure prepar'd to leave it. 

And let us remember, that if upon any account we 
defer our Repentance, we aCt fo imprudently, that 
our Eternal Wellfare lies at ſtake every moment, at the 
mercy of every Accident, Judgment, or Diſeaſe; and 
we give that which otherwiſe cou'd only kill the Body, 
a power of deſtroying the very Soul too. 


And truly nothing has been more injurious to Man- 
kind, than to ſuffer themſelves to be deluded in thoſe 


things, which one wou'd think cannot ſo much as ad- 
mit of a Deluſion. 


Thus every one knows the certainty of Death; and 
the uncertainty of the Time when, and the Manner 
how ; this needs no proof, no Man can be ignorant of it: 


And no Chriſtian but muſt allow, That as it is ap- 
pointed for al Men once to die, ſo after Death comes 
Judgment, where every one muſt receive according to what 
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- they have done in this Life, whether it be good, or whe- 


ther it bad. 


And yet what Proviſion is made for all theſe known 
Truths? None at all: We live as if we were ſureof living 
as long as we pleaſe, tho' we are indeed ſure of the con- 
trary, and we never think of Judgment till we are Sum- 
mond to it. 


But whatſoever we have been in time paſt, let us in 
ſo great concerns, be more cautious for the future; let 
us in God's Name make a right and wiſe diſtin&ion of 
things, and ſince die we muſt, and we know not when, 
or how : let this great Example of ſudden Death have its 
due effe&, and make us all reſolve never to live in ſuch 
a State which we ſhall fear to die in. 


FINTS. 
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